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Notice to the Area Port of Mobile Trade Community
Date: February 9, 2017 No.: 17-04
i

To: Vessel Agents, and Others Concerned

Subject: Denial of Entry for Mexican Flagged Fishing Vessels |

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), negatively certified Mexico under the High Seas Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protection
Act (The Act), 16 U.S.C. §§ 1826d et seq. NMFS negatively certified Mexico because exico did
not take corrective action to address its identification of illegal, unreported, or unregulated (IUU)
fishing in the U.S. exclusive economic zone (EEZ). The negative certification subjects iMexico to
certain sanctions under the provision of the Act, including denying Mexican fishing vessels port
privileges and denying entry into the navigable waters of the United States. As such, fishing vessels
under a Mexican flag will be denied entry and services.

NOAA’s notice is attached. Go to www.nmfs.noaa.gov for further information.
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Anthony Acrey
Area Port Director
Mobile, AL

REPLY TO: AREA PORT DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMS & BORDER PROTECTION, 150 N. ROYAL STREET, SUITE 3004, MOBILE, ALABAMA 36602



Notification to Mexican Fishing Vessels Subject to Port Denial under the High Seas
Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protection Act |

This notice is applicable to Mexican fishing vessels that fish in the Gulf of Mexico. Effective immediately,
Mexican fishing vessels that fish in the Gulf of Mexico (hereinafter “subject vessels”) may not enter any U.S.
port in the Gulf of Mexico. Subject vessels will be denied port access and services. However, subject vessels
that are approved for entry by the U.S. Coast Guard Captain of the Port consistent with USCG’s Places of
Refuge policy (see U.S. Coast Guard Marine Environmental Response and Preparedness Manual,
Commandant Instruction M16000.14A, Chapter 4, Section F) may be allowed port access or services. Vessels
that enter any place in the United States remain subject to inspection. ‘

This port denial is enacted because Mexico received a negative certification on January 18, 2017, under the
High Seas Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protection Act for not taking appropriate corrective action to address
its 2015 identification for Mexican vessels fishing in U.S. waters without authorization of the United States,
and for overfishing of stocks shared with the United States in areas without applicable international
measures or management organizations.

For more information on Mexico’s certification, please visit:
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ia/slider_stories/2017/01/2017biennialreport.html

Notificacién a las embarcaciones de pesca mexicanas sujetas a la denegacion de
puerto en virtud de la ley de Proteccién de Pesca Moratoria con Redes de I?eriva en
Alta Mar ;

Esta notificacidn es aplicable a las embarcaciones de pesca mexicanas que llevan a cabo sus actividades
en el Golfo de México. Con vigencia inmediata, las embarcaciones de pesca mexicanas que realicen
actividades pesqueras en el Golfo de México (de ahora en adelante “embarcaciones sujetas”) no podran
ingresar a ninglin puerto de Estados Unidos en el Golfo de México. Se les denegara el acceso y los
servicios portuarios a las embarcaciones sujetas. Sin embargo, se les permitirdn los servicios portuarios
o el acceso a los puertos a las embarcaciones sujetas que cuenten con la aprobacion para ingresar por
parte del Capitén de la Guardia Costera estadounidense del Puerto, de conformidad con la Politica de
Ubicaciones de Refugio de USCG (ver el Manual de Preparacién y Respuesta Ambiental Marina de la
Guardia Costera de los Estados Unidos, Instruccion de comandante M16000.14A, Capr'tuloiz:, Seccién F).
Las embarcaciones que ingresen a cualquier ubicacion en Estados Unidos permanecen suj%atas a
inspeccion. |

Se decretd esta denegacion de puerto debido a que México recibié una certificacion negativa el 18 de enero
de 2017, en virtud de la ley de Proteccidn de Pesca Moratoria con Redes de Deriva en Alta Mar por no tomar
las medidas correctivas adecuadas para abordar su identificacion de 2015 por las embarcaciones mexicanas
que pescaban en aguas estadounidenses sin autorizacion de Estados Unidos, y por la sobrepesca de
poblaciones de peces compartidas con Estados Unidos en zonas que no poseen organizaciones de gestion o
medidas internacionales aplicables. ‘

Para mas informacidn sobre la certificacién de México, por favor visite:
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ia/slider_stories/2017/01/2017biennialreport.html

REPLY TO: AREA PORT DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMS & BORDER PROTECTION, 150 N. ROYAL STREET, SUITE 3004, MOBILE, ALABAMA 36602



